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UM FOOD SERVICE 
FEEDS 6,000 DAILY
By Jim Eggensperger 
UM Information Services
MISSOULA—
The largest cafeteria under one roof in the West, serving approximately 2,000 persons 
each meal., feeds students and faculty at the University of Montana, Missoula.
According to Robert B. Blakely, Food Service director, the Food Service employs 155 
persons of which 55 are full-time and 100 are students who work an average of 2\ hours a day
Students are employed as student cooks, cafeteria servers, salad assemblers, pot and 
pan washers and dish washers. The various cafeterias in The Lodge can feed over 2,000 meals 
in approximately 30 minutes.
Of the student workers Blakely says, "They are a very capable group. They do an 
excellent job of serving in the Food Service and are a very important part of the total 
operation."
In addition to the daily task of feeding all the UM dormitory students, the Food 
Service also caters for special events which range from simple coffee hours to banquets 
for 1,100 people.
The Food Service also handles all concessions for UM Grizzly sports events and operates 
the Lubrecht Experimental Forest camp kitchen. The Lubrecht area is part of the UM 
School of Forestry curriculum. The University Biological Station kitchen at Yellow Bay 




During an average meal, resident cafeteria students eat 700 pounds of roast beef 
500 pounds of boiled potatoes, 4,000 dinner rolls, 280 pies, 8-10 cases of vegetables 
and all the soft drinks, milk, coffee or tea they can drink.
The New University Center currently under construction will accommodate an 
additional 800 resident students. The new building will also house a bakery, food 
commissary, Copper Commons grill, and a complete conference center.
Opening of the huge, $4.3 million structure is scheduled for this fall.
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